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"...Public authorities are generally allowed to ratify the
acts of their agents retrospectively, both under the
ordinary rules of agency and under liberal interpretation
of statutes. Occasionally the court may even invoke the
rules of agency to justify a questionable delegation.
Normally a stricter rule prevails, so that where the Act
allows proceedings to be instituted by an officer
authorized by resolution, a later resolution cannot
validly ratify action already taken. It must be
emphasized that all these cases turn on the implications
of various statutory provisions: there is no rigid rule”
(William Wade, Administrative Law 263 (10th ed.
2009))
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